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Information for 
Police Officers 
About JAS 
JAS supports young people (& adults) with 
cognitive impairment in contact with the NSW 
criminal justice system, including as victims, 
witnesses, and suspects/defendants to 
exercise their rights and fully participate in the 
process. 

JAS is funded by the Department of 
Communities & Justice. 

Why JAS? 
JAS will support a young person (from 10 years 
of age) or adult with cognitive impairment at 
the Police Station when they are 

 Under arrest 
 Reporting a crime to Police as a victim or 

witness 
 Being interviewed by Police as a victim, 

witness or suspect in a criminal matter 
 Being cautioned under the Young 

Offenders Act 

JAS will also connect people to disability and/or 
mainstream services. Evidence of cognitive 
impairment is not required. 

What is cognitive impairment? 
The Mental Health and Cognitive Impairment 
Forensic Provisions Act 2020 (NSW) defines cognitive 
impairment as including any of the following: 

 intellectual disability 
 borderline intellectual functioning 
 dementia 
 acquired brain injury 

 drug or alcohol related brain damage, 
including foetal alcohol spectrum disorder 

 autism spectrum disorder. 

Young person or Adult under arrest? 
JAS accepts referrals from Police for young 
people and adults in custody 24/7.  
JAS can provide a support person and arrange 
legal advice 24/7. 

If a person in custody 

o has a lawyer we can provide a support
person to attend the police station

o has a lawyer and a support person, we can
provide telephone support to that support
person and in person support at Court

o requires immediate referrals to services,
we can do that over the phone e.g. crisis
accommodation.

Non custody referrals can be made between 
9am to 5pm Monday to Friday by calling 1300 
665 908 or visiting www.idrs.org.au/jas/jas-
online-referral. 

For more information 

Visit our website 
www.justiceadvocacy.org.au 

Email JAS 
justiceadvocacy@idrs.org.au 

Call JAS 
1300 665 908 

P   1300 665 908 
www.justiceadvocacy.org.au 

http://www.idrs.org.au/jas/jas-online-referral
http://www.idrs.org.au/jas/jas-online-referral
http://www.justiceadvocacyservice.org.au/
mailto:justiceadvocacy@idrs.org.au


What to look for?
Does the person accurately recall recent or signi�cant past events?

Is the person able to recall information you have just given?

Does the person get lost?

Can the person explain back their understanding of what you have said?  eg. can they explain how they will comply with Police directions?

Does the person have di�culty understanding particularly abstract concepts such as time or distance?

Can the person read and understand something relatively simple?

Does the person have di�culty following instructions? 

Does the person have di�culty organising their thoughts into sentences?

Is the person talking continuously, not keeping to topic or repeating the same information?

Yes No – Call JAS

Yes No – Call JAS

Yes – Call JAS No 

Yes No – Call JAS

Yes – Call JAS No 

Yes No – Call JAS

Yes – Call JAS No 

Yes – Call JAS No 

Yes – Call JAS No 

Vulnerable person with 
a cognitive impairment?

NSW Police use this checklist to help 
decide if a victim of crime, witness to 
a crime or suspect needs support from 
the Justice Advocacy Service. 

Supporting young people & adults with cognitive impairment who need support at police 
stations, court & legal appointments. 
Also available 24/7 for young people & adults with cognitive impairment in police custody.

1300 665 908A Service of IDRS

Notes
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